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Mission Statement

The Eliahu Cedars Foundation inspires, encourages and 

supports scholars to and through their college education 

by providing mentorship programs, career advising, family 

counselling and full financial support.



Mark Bechara
ECFI Founder

In behalf of the Eliahu Cedars Foundation I am delighted to share to everyone that we

have reached our third year and successfully awarded eight new scholarship grants to

low income yet academically talented and highly motivated high school seniors this year.

In ECFI, we help students earn their college education and at the same time pursue

degrees that impact their community. We organize community-oriented outreach

programs and support development conferences that will promote the exchange of ideas

among our scholars and inspire them to contribute in meaningful ways and channel their

skills into helping fellow youth pursue their dreams.

This year we have successful scholars who not only earned prestigious awards but have

also shown leadership and strong social concern for their immediate communities. These

show that our values in ECFI are demonstrated through these young scholars as they

embark their journey in becoming service oriented and conscientious individuals.

ECFI is not just a scholarship foundation; we are a family and because of that we are very

proud that we are part of the lives of our scholars as they create their vision of success

and realize their full potentials.



Filomena D. C. Bito
President

As ECFI celebrates its 3rd year anniversary, I am very proud to announce that during these three years of

ECFI existence over 5 million pesos of scholarship have been granted to over 30 students in three years.

Based on our data, some of our scholars are first in their families to graduate from college and our

programs have successfully assisted parents who are struggling financially to support their children in

achieving their dreams.

Moreover, ECFI assisted the scholars and their families with our on-going mentorship programs and

family activities that strengthen familial bonds and cultivate greater appreciation in their parent-

children relationship.

In the next years to come ECFI aims to enhance our giving back programs that will encourage not only

our scholars but their families as well in helping the next generation of children in the communities to

reach out for their dreams.

2019, for us in ECFI is a year of gratitude and continuous blessing for everyone as we instill the “cycle of

giving” not only to our beloved scholars but to our benefactors who have helped us greatly in

embarking in this “path of giving”.



Marcelina T. Velasco
Executive Director

Our primary mission in ECFI is to help address the financial constraints of our scholars

that hinder them in pursuing a collegiate education and becoming professionals in their

own chosen fields. We believe that by granting them a full scholarship we can help them

make great progress and become successful in life.

ECFI has made successful young men and women over the years, seeing them bloom

despite adversity and hardship in life as they graduated with honors and landed good

jobs. From the day they signed their scholarship contract until the day they graduate we

have witnessed their amazing transformation, not shy or timid anymore but confident

young men and women who are now capable in their own fields and have realized their

unique potentials as individuals who can make significant change in the society.

I am very proud to be part of this organization that not only contributes to the academic

and professional experience of scholars but because in ECFI, we try our best to relate to

people, to know their dreams and needs and that is where we try to craft and shape our

programs to serve them better each year.



2019 
Year in Review

First Quarter

•January 14- ABSNET Oath taking

•January 21- DSWD Certificate of Accreditation

•February 8-15- Scholarship Advertisement in 
all three Aven factories

•February 11- BIR Financial Statement 
Submitted

•February 15- Scholarship Admission Began

Second Quarter

•May 11- Panel Interview for Shortlisted 
Scholars

•May 23- Submission of Annual Report and 
BIR Statements to DSWD

•June 4- third Foundation Day and Contract 
signing of new scholars

Third Quarter

•August 26- Home visit is conducted to touch 
base with Scholars’ Families

Fourth Quarter

•December 8- ECFI Family Day

•November 14-15 SWDA Absnet Convention

•December 16- Community Outreach

•December 18- ECFI Received an Award of 
Appreciation from Bulacan State University



ECFI Program Overview

The Eliahu Cedar Foundation Inc. helps financially

challenged but deserving students to gain access to

tertiary education through financial aid scholarships and

various mentorship support.

Future scholars can receive four to five years of

scholarship funding. The primary criteria for acceptance

are financial need, excellent academic records, motivation

to study and willingness to fulfill his/her scholarship

obligations.

After the selection period, scholarship officers assist

students with their college applications through college

planning, mentorship programs and sending them to a

review center to increase their chance of acceptance in

the country’s top universities.



ABSNET Oath taking with Governor Wilhelmino Sy. Alvarado

ABSNET or the Area based Standard Network of

DSWD in Bulacan held its oath taking ceremony

last January 14, 2019 with its group of partners

of NGO’s and PO’s and LGU’s that are requiring

license and accreditation from the DSWD. ECFI

is one of these organizations. Governor

Wilhelmino Sy. Alvarado the newly elected

government official in Bulacan joined the event.

First Quarter Accomplishments 2019



ECFI Finally Received its DSWD Accreditation

January 14, 2019, The Eliahu Cedars 

Foundation was awarded its 

Certificate of Accreditation. The 

award was presented by Mr. 

Armont C. Percina the Division Head 

for DSWD Institutional 

Development and Mr. Robert V. 

Gatmaitan the Head for DSWD 

Standards Section.



Aven Fashion’s Peach Blossom, Tela de Oro, Jeo Jin and Sta. 

Rosa de Lima have benefitted from ECFI’s college scholarships 

2019 campaign. Children of employees may apply given that 

they satisfy the scholarship requirements

The Search for the Next 
Scholars’ Begin:
February 8-April 30, 2019



Life Skills Activity: April 9, 2019

Second Quarter Accomplishments 2019



Panel Interview and Orientation of New Scholars for 2020

On May 28, 2019, the selected scholarship applicants for 2019 had their panel

interview with some of the members of the BOT, Aven executives and ECFI Founder,

Mr. Mark Bechara also joined in the said interviews. Those who passed the panel

interview were given an orientation for their educational scholarship. Ms.

Marcelina T. Velasco and the ECFI staff gave an overview of the ECFI Scholarship

Policies and Guidelines to help them understand their contract and to fully assist

them in their academic pursuits as they begin their four-year scholarship journey

with ECFI.



Presenting Our 2019 New Scholarship Awardees!

Lorena Cielo V. Bulanadi
National University 

BS Accountancy

Dharell M. Villanueva
Far Eastern University 

BS Psychology 

Genesis F. Reyes 
Far Eastern University 

BS Psychology 

Rachelle Ann P. 
Bautista

Far Eastern University 
BS Hospitality 
Management 



Presenting Our 2019 New Scholarship Awardees!

Lanie Ross G. Dela Cruz 
Bulacan State University 

BS Business Administration 

Leila Barbosa 
Bulacan State University 

BSED Major in English 

Hector V. Dionisio
Polytechnic University of 

the Philippines 
BS Electronics Engineering 

Ann Sherina Capinpin
Bulacan State University 

BS Entrepreneurship 



Celebrating our Third Foundation Day!

ECFI celebrated its 3rd Foundation day at the

Café Apati, in Baliuag, Bulacan on June 4,

2019. The celebrated event also included the

Awarding Ceremony and Contract Signing of

the new scholars for the year 2019 and the

newly graduated scholars from the previous

batch who gave such an inspiration to all the

attendees of the event especially the newly

admitted scholars of 2019.





ECFI Visits the Scholars’ Home: August 26, 2019

Third Quarter Accomplishments 2019



ECFI conducts a home visit to every 
scholar recipient

On August 26, 2019, ECFI conducted a home visit to the following scholars: : 

(1) Ann Sherina Capinpin, (2) Rachelle Ann P. Bautista, (3) Genesis Reyes, (4) 

Dharell M. Villanueva, (5) Lorena Cielo V. Bulanadi, (6) Lanie Ross G. dela Cruz, 

(7) Hector V. Dionisio, and (8) Leila Barbosa. 

ECFI’s Executive Director Ms. Marcelina T. Velasco, and Ms. Melissa D.C. 

Payongayong, ECFI’s Social Welfare Officer annual conducts a home visitation 

activity to touch base with families of ECFI Scholars and strengthen the 

organization’s relationship with the beneficiaries. The activity is also a way to 

engage families in meaningful conversation and find out how the foundation 

can improve programs and activities in the future.



ECFI Families: Working together for a better future



Regional Absnet Meeting

Fourth Quarter Accomplishments 2019



The 2019 SWDA Convention was held in Azzuro Hotel and 

Leisure last November 14-15, 2019. In the Convention, 

various lessons were discussed by the speakers, and 

awards were given out to deserving ABSNET Clusters and 

SWDAs. ABSNET Bulacan won best ABSNET Cluster in 

Region III. 

For December 3, 2019 a Program Implementation Review 

of the Regional ABSNET was held at Hotel Pampanga, City 

of San Fernando, Pampanga. The main goal of the event 

was to allow the participants from each cluster to discuss 

their action plans for 2020 and to create an action plan 

for Regional ABSNET as well. Updates regarding the SWDA 

Bill were also given during this meeting.



Board News

Two Regional ABSNET (RAB) Meetings were held this year by the DSWD.

Important agendas were discussed pertaining to committee roles, convention

updates and recognition of awards to ABSNET members. The Checklist and

Memorandum Circular 17. Series of 2018 were also discussed by the Standard

Bureau 3 representatives to keep members updated with the latest DSWD

mandates.

The seminar was held in the City of San Fernando Pampanga last July 31, 2019



ECFI Family Day 2019



Family Day Activity

This year’s Family Day event was celebrated last 

December 9, 2019 at the Casa Rosalinda Pavilion and 

Restaurant in Sta. Barbara, Baliuag, Bulacan. The event 

was attended by the ECFI scholars and alumni with their 

families, staffs and the ECFI President Ms. Mina Bito.



Outreach Activity : December 16, 2019

A week before Christmas, ECFI gave a holiday treat for the children of Taal,

Pulilan daycare pupils which was held at the Casa Balbina in the same area.

The scholars and alumni prepared games and surprises for children including

a lunch treat for everyone. The outreach activity is one way for the scholars to

give back their blessings for the entire year.



An outreach program was conducted to benefit the children of Pulilan Daycare School on December 
16, 2019



Bulacan State University Recognized ECFI during Benefactors’ Day 

On December 18, 2019, Bulacan State

University (BSU) held its Benefactors’ Day

alongside their Foundation Day. Eliahu

Cedars Foundation, Inc. was awarded as

one of the notable university benefactors

for supporting many scholars every year.

Ms. Melissa Payongayong, an ECFI staff 

attended the ceremony, accompanied by 

Ms. Leila Barbosa a scholar from batch 

2019.



Mentorship Program

Ms. Marliz Verueco (left) received a one on one mentoring from ECFI alumni Ms. 

Eunice De Leon (lower left), a BS. Economics graduate and now a professional in her 

own field and working for a big multi-national company.

Marliz, felt comfortable with the activity, her mentor gave her useful insights about 

professional life and shared together the life challenges that they both experience as 

students. 

“It was very beneficial to have an alumni mentor for a student like me, its like having 

someone to walk with you during difficult times as they have experienced the same 

thing while they were studying.”

- Marliz



Awards and Achievements

One of ECFI graduates, Minerva Valerio received a ‘Best Thesis 

Award’ this 2019 before her graduation. 



SY 2019 ECFI Graduates

Bernadette de Guzman

Baliuag University

BS Business Administration major in Human Resource 
Management

Claire Ann Sidayen

Baliuag University

BS Information Technology

Rica Camille Gabriel

Baliuag University

BS Accountancy

Camille Joy David

Baliuag University

Bachelor of Library and Information Science



SY 2019 ECFI 
GRADUATES

Gerald Ian Villegas
Bulacan State University 
BS Business Administration major in 
Marketing Management

Raquel de Guzman
Bulacan State University
BS Math major in Applied Statistics

Minerva Valerio
Bulacan State University
BS Business Administration major in 
Financial Management



SY 2019 
ECFI Graduates

Angelica Jerica Fernando

University of Sto. Tomas

BS. Accountancy

John Kenneth Capulong

Lourdes College of Bulacan

BS. Business Administration

Niel Ria Gomez

Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines

BS. Accountancy



Grade Reports for SY:
2018-2019 and 2019-2020

Name of Scholar
Grades                          

(SY 2018-2019)
Adjectival Equivalent

1.  Bernice Joyce Oliveros 2.25 Good

2. Arth Noe A. Pagtalunan 1.79 Good

3.Xyrus Oriola Valmocina 1.6 Very Good

4.Trixia Hernandez Balboa 1.49 Very Good

5.Brian Dela Cruz Mariano 1.53 Very Good

6. Marliz Delas Armas Verueco 1.61 Good

7. Rhea Bellen Lacupa 1.71 Good

8.Michael Joshua Trinidad Escalona 1.61 Good

Name of Scholar
Grades                               

(SY 2019-2020 
1st Semester)

Grades                               
(SY 2019-2020 
2nd Semester)

Adjectival 
Equivalent

1.  Bernice Joyce Oliveros 2.25* 2.25* Good

2. Arth Noe A. Pagtalunan 1.88 1.5 Good

3.Xyrus Oriola Valmocina 1.36 1.36* Excellent

4.Trixia Hernandez Balboa 1.51 1.75 Very Good

5.Brian Dela Cruz Mariano 1.49 1.5 Very Good

6. Marliz Delas Armas Verueco 1.6 1.6* Good

7. Rhea Bellen Lacupa 1.74 2 Very Good

8.Michael Joshua Trinidad Escalona 1.5 1.5* Very Good

9. Dharell Marcos Villanueva 3.33 3.55 Good

10. Genesis Felipe Reyes 2.67 2.67* Passed

11.Lorena Cielo Vicente Bulanadi 3.75 3.75 Good

12. Leila San Mateo Barbosa 1.66 1.66 Good

13. Lanie Ross Garcia dela Cruz 1.41 1.41 Very Good

14.Hector Valmadrid Dionisio 1.53 1.56 Very Good

15. Ann Sherina Ramirez Capinpin 1.43 1.43* Very Good

16. Rachelle Ann Pascual Bautista 2.67 3.17 Passed
• Based on the last semester’s performance



List of Current Scholars
Name University Course Status Level

2017-2018 1. Bernice Joyce V. Oliveros San Beda University Juris Law Active 3rd Year Law School

University of the Philippines- Diliman BA Public Administration Alumni Graduate

2. Arth Noe A. Pagtalunan Baliuag University BS Information Technology Active 4th Year 

2018-2019 1. Brian Dela Cruz Mariano Baliuag University BS Accountancy Active 2nd Year 

2. Rhea Bellen Lacupa Baliuag University BS Accountancy Active 2nd Year 

3. Trixia Hernandez Balboa Baliuag University BS Accountxncy Active 2nd Year 

4. Marliz Delas Armas Verueco Bulacan State University- Bustos Campus BS Secondary Education Major in T.L.E Active 2nd Year 

5. Xyrus Oriola Valmocina University of the East- Caloocan BS Architecture Active 2nd Year 

6. Michael Joshua Trinidad Escalona University of the East- Caloocan
Bachelor of Fine Arts Major in Visual 

Communication Active 2nd Year 

2019-2020 1. Lorena Cielo V. Bulandi National University BS Accountancy Active 1st Year

2. Dharell M. Villanueva Far Eastern University BS Psychology Active 1st Year

3. Genesis F. Reyes Far Eastern University BS Psychology Active 1st Year

4. Rachel Ann P. Bautista Far Eastern University BS Hospitality Management Active 1st Year

5. Lanie Ross G. Dela Cruz Bulacan State University BS Business Administration Active 1st Year

6. Leila Barbosa Bulacan State University BSED Major in English Active 1st Year

7. Hector V. Dionisio Polytechnic University of the Philippines BS Electronics Engineering Active 1st Year

8. Ana Sherina R. Capinpin Bulacan State University BS Entrepreneurship Active 1st Year



Leadership

• Mark Bechara
• Founder

• Marcelina Velasco
• Executive Director

• Board Members:

• Rodolfo Carlos, Jr.
• Chairman

• Filomena Bito
• President 

• Nancy Xavier
• Vice President

• Basem Hlala
• Corporate Secretary

• Froilan Carrillo
• Treasurer

• Jean Claude Chang Wai Ling

• Auditor



Our Story
In 2011, Mr. Mark Bechara created the Elias J. Bechara Scholarship Project to provide university scholarship

grants to the academically-promising children of the less-privileged AVEN Fashion Manufacturing employees

and employees of companies who work closely with Aven Fashion. The Scholarship Project was created in

recognition of his father who built AVEN Fashion into one of the leading garment producers in the Philippines.

After five (5) years, Mark helped found Eliahu Cedars Foundation, Inc. (ECFI) and had it registered with the

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). His vision was for it to flourish into one of the leading charitable

organization in the Philippines. He believed that helping talented individuals gain access to quality education

would be the best way to contribute to the betterment of the poverty-stricken; education, for a long time, being

one of the most powerful yet peaceful weapons in the fight against hunger, poverty, illness, misery, and

hopelessness.

ECFI was registered with the SEC on January 19, 2016 as a non-profit, non-government charitable organization

geared towards (1) supporting the underprivileged and orphaned Filipino children in their quest for accessible,

quality education, ultimately helping them become successful and responsible citizens with a sense of dignity

and service, and (2) making his contribution to the bigger goal of nationwide and global development.

This 2018, ECFI received its accreditation from the Department of Social Works and Development (DSWD). The

foundation continues to design and implement programs that will create social impact ensuring that the

schooling of our scholars lead to learning and that our graduates contribute to the sustainable development of

the greater society.



Our 2019 Financial Report

Program Expenses
75%

Administrative Expenses
25%

ECFI EXPENSES 

Program Expenses Administrative Expenses

Program Expenses: 2,076,886 Php
Administrative Expenses: 576, 249 Php
Total Expenses: 2,653,135 Php













Contact us
Eliahu Cedars Foundation, Inc.

0816 BE, J. P. Rizal Street, Brgy, Makinabang Baliuag, Bulacan 3006

Telephone: (044) 235 4290

Email:cedarsfoundationphilippines@yahoo.com

Facebook Page:

Marcelina T. Velasco

Executive Director

Telephone No: (044) 235 4290

Mobile Nos: +63 917 311 8137

Email:marce1031@yahoo.com

Jenny Queen Y. Sanchez

HR and Information Officer 

Telephone No: (044) 235 4290

Mobile Nos. +63 917 114 7012

Email: cedarsfoundationphilippines@yahoo.com

mailto:cedarsfoundationphilippines@yahoo.com
mailto:marce1031@yahoo.com
mailto:cedarsfoundationphilippines@yahoo.com
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